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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable. 

Display Conditions: 

Not Applicable. 

Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The computer printout (image) entitled Bth012.jpg is classifed as: 

Objectionable. 

The computer printout degrades and dehumanises two women to a significant extent 
and degree. 

The publication is a colour photograph that has been downloaded from the Internet 
and printed onto an A4 size sheet of paper. The title Bth012.jpg is typed across the 
top of the page. The computer printout presents two women who have been hung 
from the bough of a tree. The women are both naked. In the background, a crowd of 
people dressed in period costume are looking on. It is clear that the image of the 
women has been superimposed over the image of the crowd in the background. 

The image is highly degrading and dehumanising in nature. The image of the women 
having been hung presents as being intended for the purposes of sexual arousal given 
the nudity of the subjects, the violent nature of the depiction, and the manner in which 
the publication has been composed. The Classification Office therefore finds that the 
availability of the publication is likely to be injurious to the public good. 

It has been determined that s14 of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 (NZBR Act) 
applies to this publication. However, by virtue of the presentation of matters of 
violence and nudity, the publication is determined to be objectionable. The 
Classification Office considers this a reasonable limit on freedom of expression, as 
outlined in s5 of the NZBR Act. 
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